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MaTH. x. 34. 


Think not that I am come to fend peace on 
earth: I came not to ſend peace but a 


word. 


M O one who has read the New Teſta- 
| ment can be ſuppoſed ignorant of 
he * the deſign on which our Saviour 
| came into the world: a deſign equally 
worthy of Miu, and of the GREATER 
CHARACTER that ſent him. But many 
events, though not unforeſeen by him, have 
ſince conſpired to defeat, in ſome meaſure, that 


deſign. All the religious diſorders that have 
prevailed in countries, where his authority is 


acknowledged, were foreſeen by him, and yet 
it would be wrong to aſſign his coming as the 
direct and immediate cauſe of them. Many 
fires have been kindled on earth fince he left 
it, though himſelf never kindled any but thoſe 
of devotion and charity. Offences muſt needs 
come, conſidering the various prejudices, in- 
clinations, and intereſts of mankind ; but — 


woe to the man by whom the offence cometh! 
B What 


Fj 


(2) 
What he denounced woes againſt, it would be 
abſurd to ſay was his intention ſhould happen, 


The deſign of his goſpel, however good and 
gracious, has been ſo little attended to by 
ſome, and ſo groſly perverted by others, that 
it will be difficult to determine whether man- 
kind are better in point of moral character 
than they were before. Have they been more 
quiet and peaceable ? Has there been leſs blood 
ſpilt on a religious account ſince his firſt ap- 
pearance than was ſhed on the ſame account 
before? If the morals of men have been im- 
proved by the chriſtian religion, it is evident 
THAT RELIGION has been of ſervice to the 
world, and thanks are due to God for it. 
But if on the other hand it ſhould appear that 
upon the whole, they have not been worſe, 
though very bad; and that party-rage and 
ſtrife have been violent and licentious, 
what ſhall we ſay ? That the chriſtian ſcheme 
is not from God? That our faith is affectation? 
No—as well might we infer from the ſeeming 
diſorders in nature, that a good and wiſe be- 
ing is not, cannot be the author of it. And 
yet bad as this world ſeems (and we are ſome- 
times inclined to think it bad enough) it is 
nevertheleſs a proper ſtate for man, being a 
ſtate of diſcipline by the very nature of it. 
For how ſmall ſoever his improvements are in 
moral character, opportunities of improve- 
ment, and of the higheſt improvement too, 
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are in fact afforded him. And may we not 
argue in the ſame way with regard to the chriſ- 
tian religion? - That it is intended, as well as 
calculated, to reform the world. — But if in- 
ſtead of regarding it in this light, men ſhall 
make it the occaſion of wrath and wrangling ; 
plain it is that religion is not anſwerable for 
ſuch conſequences, becauſe it authorizes them 
not, but they are anſwerable for their own 
miſconduct. Theſe reflexions may partly lead 
us into the true ſenſe of the text: I came not 
to ſend peace but a ſword, q. d. You, my 
* followers, muſt not flatter yourſelves with 
e proſpects of outward tranquillity, and of 
living under the ſunſhine of power in my 
„ kingdom, —Men ſhall be much divided 
concerning me—faCtions and powerful ones 
too ſhall be formed againſt me, and your 
e adherence to my religion, will expoſe you 
© to the ſword of tyranny and the flames of 
e perſecution.—l foreſee the kingdoms of the 
« earth ſhall all be in uproar—nation ſhall be 
&« divided againſt nation: In the ſame houſe 
<« the father ſhall riſe up in oppoſition to the 
©« ſon, and the ſon to the father. The ſword 
% ſhall be drawn againſt the truth, tho* not 
« finally prevail over it.— My intentions, 
© however good, and my doctrine, however 
* falutary, ſhall become the occaſion of much 
« ill will, and of numberleſs calamities. Not 


that our Saviour came to promote ſtrife and 
B 2 diſcord 
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(4) 
diſcord among men, the very reverſe is the 
caſe—but diſorders both civil and religious 
did attend his coming, tho” they ſprung from 
a very different ſource.—It ſhall be the buſi- 
nefs, therefore, of the following diſcourſe, 


I. To vindicate chriſtianity from the charge 
of promoting diſorders in ſociety, whether 
civil or ſacred. 


II. To enquire whence they aroſe, and to 
what cauſes we mult aſcribe them. 


As to the former, I ſhall be very brief in 
obſerving, that whether we conſider religion 
itſelf, or the conduct and character of its pub- 
liſhers, the crime of creating and inflaming 
differences in ſociety, will evidently appear to 
belong to neither. Our Saviour, as is well 
known, made no innovations in civil govern- 
ment, nor concerned himſelf with the ſeveral 
rights of ſubjects and governors ;—far from 
encouraging lawleſs rule in the one, or licen- 
tiouſneſs in the other, he did not ſo much as 
meddle with either, any farther than to re- 
commend the duties proper for each. 


His buſineſs was with the ſalvation of men 
in another world, not with their political con- 
cerns in this. As he always declined medling 
in ſtate affairs, ſo from no part of his condu& 

| could 
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could it ever be inferred, that he had a deſign 
upon an earthly crown, tho' an offer of one 
was made him. He both lived in obedience to 
the laws himſelf, and warmly recommended 
ſubmiſſion to the civil power in others. His im- 
mediate followers did the ſame, Jo vi. 15. Let 
every ſoul be ſubjeft to the higher-powers—ſub- 
mit yourſelves to every ordnance of man for the 
Lord's ſake, MATTH. xxii. 21. Theſe and 
the like exhortations ſeem intended as a check 
upon the intemperate and enthuſiaſtic ſpirit of 
ſuch private chriſtians, as might think their 
chriſtian liberty incompatible with ſubjection 
to a heathen governor, —* Indulge no ſenti- 
© ments of ſo pernicious a tendency, and that 
« ſo nearly affect the reputation of the chriſ- 
tian name. Don't think that your being 
& ſubject to Chriſt in ſpirituals, exempts you 
« from ſubjection to the civil power in tem- 
« porals. Remember though chriſtians, you 
are ſtil] ſubject to the laws of your country 
** —as you forfeit none of your political 
« rights by being chriſtians, neither does the 
* magiſtrate loſe his claim to your allegiance, 
© though a heathen.” Very remote was the 
character of Chriſt and his apoſtles from every 
thing of a ſeditious nature; and no leſs evi- 
dent it is, that the goſpel itſelf is a ſcheme the 
moſt friendly to ſociety in all its important 
intereſts :—The tendency of it is not to create 
diſorders, but to remove them—aot to light 


up 
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up civil or religious wars, but to extinguiſh 
both, 


But if neither. Chriſt nor his 3 made 
innovations in civil government, yet they 
made innovations in religion. Did not the 
latter preach againſt the eſtabliſned faith of 
the countries where they travelled out of 
Judea? Ye men of Athens, I perceive that in 
all things ye are extremely ſuperſtitious, for 1 
obſerved an altar inſcribed to the unknown 
God.—Ye ought not to think the Godhead is 
like to gold or ſtone, engraved by art and 
man's device. Was not this ſtriking at the 
religion and endangering the peace of the com- 
munity? True. The original founders of 
our common faith did concern themſelves with 
the religious principles of mankind.—It is 
alſo true, they had a proper authority for ſo 
doing : but herein they did by no means in- 
vade the province of the civil magiſtrate, and 
therefore ſtand clear of the charge of ſedition. 
The civil magiſtrate, I apprehend, has no bu- 
ſineſs with the religious ſentiments of men, 
AS SUCH, He may preſcribe laws to the out- 
ward behaviour Ix c1viL LIE, but cannot 
preſcribe laws to the THouUGHTs. This is the 
excluſive prerogative of a higher power. I 
am not ſpeaking of the eſtabliſhment of reli- 
gious modes and forms, tho' even THAT muſt 
aot be conſtrued into a power of ſuperſeding, 

much 
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much leſs of deſtroying the right of private 
judgment: but what J aſſert, is, that the re- 
ligion which is acceptable to God, muſt be the 
reſult of inward conviction, . and therefore 
can be eſtabliſhed by no power on earth. A 
right to eſtabliſh articles of religious belief, 
and to demand implicit ſubmiſſion to them is, 
I think, no part of the magiſterial province, 
much leſs of any other man or body of men. 
All attempts of this kind are tyranny and 
uſurpation. The authority of the civil power 
extends no farther than to the external con- 
duct of men in Hs world; but it is 
Chriſt's province to direct the conſcience and 
ſettle the terms of ſalvation in anoTHER ; and 
to this - province, Chriſt and his apoſtles al- 
ways confined themſelves. 


It was not, therefore, owing to ſeditious doc- 
trines or practices in either, that ſuch a ferment 
was raiſed, It was not any thing in chriſti- 
anity that threw the world into combuſtion— 
religious fury and diſtraction aroſe, not from 
the apoſtles impoſing their doctrines by mere 
authority—they only appealed to the reaſon of 
their hearers, but uſed no compulſive methods, 
nor did they condemn any man for unbelief 
that was not firſt condemned of his own mind. 
If their explaining and fixing the terms of 
acceptance with God, if their recommending 
and enforcing. the practice of univerſal virtue 

occalioned 
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occaſioned tumults and diſorders, theywere only 
accidental, and which chriſtianity was not in 
the leaſt accountable for, as having no na- 
tural tendency to produce them. lt remains 
therefore 


II. To enquire whence they aroſe, and to 
what cauſes we muſt aſcribe them? Our Sa- 
viour will juſtify us in reſolving them into the 
degeneracy of the world on the one hand, and 
the corruption of his own religion on the other. 
Men love darkneſs rather than light, becauſe 
their deeds are evil, JOHN iii. 19. The time will 
come when they ſhall build their hopes of 
Heaven upon atts of cruelty and violence on earth, 
Johx xvi. 2. 


Men decline coming to the light whoſe 
deeds will not bear it, but make them aſha- 
med to appear in it. Tho' the chriſtian ſyſtem 
carries its own recommendation along with it, 
its moral influence reaches only the well diſpo- 
ſed mind ;—where it is either enſlaved to vice 
or prejudice, the grace of God is in vain ; for 
theſe ever were, and ever will be, in a conſpiracy 
againſt it.— The man accuſtomed to lawleſs 
deſires and licentious practices, wall ever re- 
monſtrate againſt a kingdom and conſtitution 
that has for its object the ruin of both ;—the 
man whe ſhews no inclination to ſeparate him- 
ſelf from his ſins, will for that very reaſon frown 

upon 
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upon every attempt to bring them to light. 


Upon this principle is it to be wondered at, if 


the teachers in Iſrael ſet themſelves in oppoſition 
toone who pulled off the maſk under which their 
immoral character had long been concealed, 
and ſcrupled not tellingthem their long prayers 
were only incenſe offered to their own pride, 
or avarice, or both ;— that all the pomp and 
parade of devotion they ſo much gloried in, 
availed nothing independent of a virtuous cha- 
rafter ;—that neither the temple nor altar of 
God cou'd ſcreen ſuch reprobates as they were 
from everlaſting damnation ? Theſe truths 
however important were galling, and it will 
not appear ſtrange they ſhould conſpire the de- 
ſtruction of him who delivered them. This 
ſufficiently accounts for the riot and rage of 
men ix POWER ſufficiently accounts for their 
opprobrious treatment of the founder of THaT 
KINGDOM Which they foreſaw would ſoon effect 
the deſtruction of TuEIRS. They were not 
perſecuted for attempting to overturn the 
eſtabliſhed faith of Iſrael ; this they could not 
do conſiſtently with their character as Jews, 
nor was it any part of their commiſſion— 
in fact they deſtroyed neither the law nor the 
prophets ; that was only the wicked pretence 
of wicked men; but the real ground of prieſtly 
vengeance was their preaching up the true 
meaning and intent of both : their reſcuing 
morality from the moſt ſcandalous proſtitu- 

C tion, 
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tion, and reſtoring it to its original dignity 
and glory. The charge of their being ene- 
mies to Cæſar or the governors of provinces, 
was equally falſe and wicked; for Cæſar had 
no where better ſubjects, nor any Roman pro- 
vince better inen in it. A charge this, in- 
vented with no other view but to palliate the 
villainy of thoſe who brought it.— They were 
not perſecuted for any treaſonable deſign againſt 
church or ſtate ; no, nothing of this kind ever 
appeared upon the ſtricteſt ſcrutiny ;—but be- 
cauſe they were aſſiduous in detecting ſancti- 
fied knaves, and expoſing corruption in high 
places. Stephen did not loſe his life for ſpeak- 
ing againſt the law and the holy place; no, 
that was none of his crime : but the crime 
never to be forgotten or forgiven, was his 
calling the teachers and rulers in Iſrael, a re- 
bellious race that always reſiſted God, and 
trifled with God and conſcience as their fathers 
had done before them. The ſting of this re- 
buke was the truth of it; and they felt it ſo 
ſenſibly, that they were determined it ſhould 
be attoned for by the blood of their accuſer. 


II, The other cauſe our Saviour aſſigns for 
the religious diſorders of the world, is the cor- 
ruption of his own religion, The time 


cometh when whoſoever killeth you, will think. 
that he doth God ſervice, — a moſt monſtruous 


corruption 
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corruption indeed ! How it came to be cor- 
rupted, I do not now enquire, nor does it fo 
properly come within the limits of the preſent 
argument, I have only to do with the deplo- 
rable conſequences of that corruption. 


Perhaps no ancient Book in the world has come 
down to us, more free from the miſtakes of 
tranſcribers, than the ſacred records, but at the 
ſame time no book has had ſo many, and even 
contradictory ſenſes put upon it by thoſe who 
acknowledge its authority. Our Saviour 
charged the Jews, in his time, with intro- 
ducing into religion, doctrines of their own, 
which had no foundation there with putting 
ſuch gloſſes upon it, as relaxed its obligations 
and counteracted its main deſign. That our 
Saviour's goſpel, and the writings of his apo- 
ſtles, have met with a like fate, and perhaps 
from a like motive, no one can doubt that 
looks into the ſyſtems of divinity, that are 
pretended to be formed upon them.—Syſtems 
that, inſtead of explaining and illuſtrating, 
have rendered them ten times more obſcure, — 
Syſtems that inſtead of ſhewing the real face 
of religion, have drawn an almoſt impene- 
trable veil over it. Amidſt ſuch a cloud of 
duſt and ſmoak as they have raiſed, happy is 
the man that traces it, and happier ſtill that 
finds it, for it is more precious than rubies ! 
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Under this veil it has been unfairly attacked 
by ſome, and let me add as injudiciouſly de- 
fended by others.—I ſay uxrAIKLr, becauſe 
to view chriſtianity thro” the groſs medium of 
human ſchemes, is not the way to ſee it truly. 
Alt muſt either be ſeen by its own light, or 
not ſeen at all. It is not what this or the 
other Divixe hath ſaid or written—not the 
turn which this or the other commentator hath 
given its doctrines, that will juſtify an attack 
upon it. If its patrons have unhappily miſ- 
repreſented it, either thro* ignorance or an at- 
tachment to party ſchemes, let thoſe miſrepre- 
ſentations be expoſed, let them be animad- 
verted upon with all the acrimony they de- 
ſerve ; but let not the doctrines of men be 


confounded with the doctrines of Chriſt. The 


diſtinction, as it is eaſy and obvious, ſo it is 
highly diſingenuous not to attend to it, while 
the ſacred records lie open to the inſpection of 
all. Be this matter as it will—the cry of 
deiſm, like that dull one of the chukch's 
DANGER, has been long the topic of decla- 
mation; but it may fairly be queſtioned whe- 
ther thoſe who promote the cry, have not 
alſo contributed moſt to promote the ſpread 
of deiſm ? Whether the patrons of revealed 
religion have not by their hypothetical refine- 
ments on the one hand, and narrow princi- 
ples on the other, done it more diſſervice 
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than its avowed enemies? Truth is, religion 
had never bled by the hands of enemies, if 
ſhe had not firſt been wounded in the houſes 
of her friends. Why ſhould it ſeem ſtrange, 
for men of ſuperficial heads, and but indifferent 
hearts, to point their ſatire againſt chriſtianity, 
when its own votaries give a lame and partial 
account of it; not only ſo, but pervert and 
mangle it, .and are ſanguine only in the de- 
fence of their own corruptions ? But whom 
docs the greater ſhare of blame belong to, 


thoſe who are unhappily OFFENDED IN CHRIST, 


or thoſe who by ſubſtituting their own reli- 
gion in the room of his, lay a ſtumbling block 
in their way to fall? Who acts the weaker or 
more injurious part, he that piscvistTH the 


truth, or he who attacks it under that diſ- 


guiſe? Let chriſtianity, in the name of him 
who publiſhed it, have juſtice done it let it 
be honeſtly and fairly ſet to view—let it be re- 
preſented without the falſe and fictitious colours, 
which ſuperſtition and ignorance have thrown 
upon it—ler no doctrines be foiſted into it 
that do not really belong to it, and are not 
fairly deducible from it.— Let its apologiſts 
ceaſe contending for their own REVERIES, in- 
ſtead of contending for the faith of Chriſt; and 
the cry of deiſm ſhall then be heard no more. 
Nothing is more obvious than that in all ages, 


the doctrines and explications of tallible men, 
have 
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have been miſtaken for the doctrines of Chriſt : 
and no leſs obvious is it, that an inclination 
to impoſe the former upon the world by mere 
dint of power, gave being to the unhallowed 
flames that have been ſo long burning in the 
houſe of God. What elſe is church hiſtory 
in general, but a detail of the religious wars 
of religious men? Religious wars did I ſay ? 
Nay, rather the battles of ſuperſtition ; for 
true religion ſpills no blood. What elſe but 
the hiſtory of pious frauds, furious 
frantic zeal, and holy juggling ? Even thoſe 


good men, by way of eminence, ſtiled FA- 


THERS, I look upon as the original corrup- 
tors of chriſtianity, and their influence and 
authority as the true ſource, whence all the 
ſubſequent corruptions have flowed. I mean 
not by ſaying ſo, either to invalidate their 
teſtimony, or depreciate their virtue : but 
only that TEIA chriſtianity, and that of the 
NEW TESTAMENT, do not much reſemble 
each other. Nay, there is ſcarcely any abſur- 
dity, but ſome of the FaTazrs may be quoted 
in ſupport of ; their writings will ſerve any 
hypotheſis, and may be retained inthe ſervice 
of almoſt any cauſe. Nothing truer than 
that their defences of, and apologies for reli- 
gion, need apologies themſelves. —One would 
wonder to find men ſo near the fountain, drink 
ſo little of it, and be themſelves ſo little 
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| acquainted with the ſcheme they undertook 
the patronage of :—Yet Thvs it is in fact, 
they have ſtrangely miſrepreſented it, and 
built no leſs ſtrange doctrines upon that miſ- 
repreſentation. A 


But the pious follies and laborious trifling 
of primitive times and of primitive men, as 
they are eaſily accounted for, might as eaſily 
be forgiven; if no attempts had been made 
by them upon conſcience and chriſtian liberty. 
— Had they been ſatisfied with the privilege 
of thinking and explaining ſcripture for them- 
ſelves, peace and love had not ſo ſoon de- 
parted the chriſtian world, as we find in fact 
they did—but the moment they ſaw the ſword 
of authority drawn in their defence, and the 
terrors of this world diſappear, did they 
begin the officious work of thinking for others, 
The bleſſed work of making creeds for others. 
—Creeds for thoſe that would believe them, 
and with the help of the magiſtrate, faggots 
for thoſe that would not. Not ſatisfied with 
.- multiplying articles of faith, they would needs 
alſo have their deciſions implicitly ſubmitted 
to by their fellow chriſtians.— A power this 
! which Chriſt himſelf never claimed, much 
leſs veſted any of his followers with! It was 
not Chriſt or his religion that embroiled the 


earth, but a ſet of men calling themſelves his 
ambaſſadors, 
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ambaſſadors, impoſing articles upon the 
conſciences of others, which he himſelf never 
impoſed. This has been all along the Great 
GRIEVANCE; permit me to add, the GREAT 
OFFENCE, that hath rent in pieces the chriſtian 
world. And it requires no great degree of 
ſagacity to foreſee that the chriſtian church 
will neyer be other than a theatre of ſtrife and 
outrage, till this impoſing, this perſecuting 
ſpirit is baniſhedout of it till conſcience ceaſes 
to be influenced by human authority—till 
human creeds, with damnatory clauſes in their 
train, are publickly damned in their turn, 


More propitious had it been to our Lord's 

religion, if its guardians had ne: fenced it about 
with ſo many nosTRUMs of their own. All 

that its firſt founders required was a belief that 
he is the Meſſiah and Son of God : a belief that 
entitled to the privileges of it here, and if at- 
tended with its proper fruits, tothegloryand re- 
ward of it hereafter, But this it ſeems was not 
thought ſufficient by men of after times, men 
of leſs virtue and Jower authority ; and there- 
fore toſupply that defect, human ſanctions were 
added to divine—ſchemes of faith, equally falſe 
and inexplicable, adopted as a ſecurity for the 
faith of Chriſt, Have they indeed had 
that effect? or rather have they had any other 
effect, than interrupting the public peace and 
| promoting 
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promoting a ſpirit of infidelity ? religion as it 
is areaſonable ſo allo is it a voluntary ſervice— 
not the offspring of violence and tyranny, but 
of inward conviction, One may be put into 
a ſtate of motion or reſt by external force, but 
there is no ſuch thing as compelling his reaſon 
but by reaſon, much leſs forcing him to believe 
againſt his reaſon. You may drag him to the 
altar and there oblige him to burn incenſe to a 
ſtrange god, but no ſuch methods can ſecure 
his allegiance to the TRUE ONE ; and yet the 
many ſcenes of deſolation recorded in hiſtory 
were owing to compulſions of this kind. What 
Our Saviour foretold has come to paſs, inſo- 
much that.his followers, of various denomi- 
nations, have been all along endeavouring to 
convert one onother to the ſuppoſed faith, by 
thruſting their ſwords into each other's bow- 
els. No prophecy of his was more unlikely 
to have an acompliſhment than that men ſhould 
exerciſe what ſome have been pleaſed to call 
wholſome ſeverities FOR HIS SAKE upon one 
another, and yet none more fataly verified. 
The fire that was at firſt lighted up in his 
name, his pretended friends have from age to 
age took pretty good care ſhould not go out. 
And yet how abſurd is it (not to ſay wicked) 
to preſcribe to other men's faith]! how unrea- 
ſonable to perſecute the man who will not be 
preſcribed to! as well might one of a low 
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Nature aſſaMnate another for being taller than 
himſelf.—Neither are in our power, the di- 
menſions of our bodies, nor the dimenſions of 
dur minds. | 


Impoſitions on the conſcience are as oppo- 
fire to the ſpirit of our Lord's religion, as 
they are wicked and abſurd in themſelves. 
Let chriſtianity ſpeak for itſelf, and let the 
intolerant ſpirit bluſh while he reads it. What 
is the ſubſtance of it? what are the contents of 
almoſt every page of it, but peace, love, and 
mutual forbearance ? but that is not all—Its 
great author expreſly forbids his followers to 
call any man maſter on earth—to acknowledge 
any Lord in ſpirituals, himſelf only excepted, 
who is the true and rightful one—to take our 
meaſures of faith and obedience from any other 
law giver, for in fact there is no other, nor 
any authorized interpreters of his laws now in 
the world. Whoſoever, therefore, pays a 
blind deference to the interpretations of sr- 
NODS. CONVOCATIONS, Or ASSEMBLIES, much 
more thoſe who urge ſuch a deference, are in 
a conſpiracy againſt the head and high prieſt 
of our profeſſion the one is acting the part 
of traitors to their ſovereign, the other, that 
of tyrants to their fellow ſervants, 


It gives one pain to add what a regard to 
truth requires ſhould be added, That all deno- 
minations have in their turn trepaſſed upon the 
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benevolent ſpirit of the goſpel, and been ad- 
ding fuel to the flames which it was intended 
to extinguiſh, and which is ſtill more ſurpriz- 
ing—this they have done under pretence of 
promoting the glory of God. A moſt un. 
righteous pretence indeed ! That the glory of 
God, which is but another name for the good- 
neſs of God, ſhould be made the ſignal for 
Jaying waſte part of God's world ! That the 
glory of God ſhould ſanctify the over-flowings 
of gall and bitterneſs, and give reputation to 
the worſt and moſt malevolent diſpoſitions ! 


But however much a perlecuting ſpirit 
may be for the honour of God, ſure I am, it 
is but little for the honour of men, and till 
Jeſs for the honour of chriſtians. Ir is not the 
SACRED FIRE that ſhould be continually burn- 


ing upon God's altar, but ——— STRANGE 
FIRE, like that which Nadab and Abihu of- 


| fered before the Lord, and which juſtly fell 


upon the offerers and conſumed them. The 
wrath of man, however coloured over with 
religious pretences, is but the wrath of man 
ſtill, and can never work the righteouſneſs of 
God. If tares happen to ſpring up among 
the wheat, both muſt grow together until har- 
veſt, and then ler God diſpoſe of them as 


ſeemeth good to him, for it is his province fo 


to do, but none of ours.—I ſhall now clole 
this diſcourſe with obſerving 14 
D 2 Firſt, 
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Firſt, That 'tis high time a ſtop ſhould he 
put to an evil that has been ſo long and juſtly 
complained of. The flames of religious bigotry 
and wrangling, bave already had too wide 2 
ſpread in Proteſtant kingdoms, where if men 
had acted a conſiſtent part, there never had 
been any deſtructive flames at all. To ſupport 
the Proteſtant religion with the ſpirit of 
popery, which too many do, is the moſt ef- 
fectual way to pull down the glorious fabric. 
High time methinks it is for all denomina- 
tions to conſider themſelves as creatures of the 
ſame God, diſciples of the ſame maſter, fellow 
heirs of the ſame hope, accountable before the 


ſame tribunal ; and therefore, whilſt travelling 


thro? a ſinful world to a better country, they 
ſhould remember Joſeph's advice to his brethren, 
not to fall out by the way, or about the way. 
The eſſentials of religion all are agreed in—that 
there is one God—that the ſon of God came 
to ſave men from 'their ſins—that they ought 
to live virtuouſly in expectation of a righteous 
Judgment. And while they are agreed as to 
theſe weighty and important points, what a 
ſhame is it there ſhould be animoſities and 
heart burnings about matters of doubtful diſ- 
putation. Many religious topics there are, 
about which wiſe and good men think diffe- 
rently here, and poſſibly will do ſo hereafter; 


for chat there are different degrees of under- 
ſtanding 
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ſtanding in another world, as well as in this, 


no one can reaſonably doubt; but our com- 
fort is, that the belief of ſuch things is not made 


the condition of Salvation, and ought nor for 


that reaſon to be made a term of communion. 
The gates of chriſtian churches and ſanctuaries 
on earth, ought not methinks to be made 
narrower than the gates of Heaven. 


The controverſies that have exerciſed the 
pens and patience of chriſtians, have for the 
moſt part been of very little moment, and it 
fignified not much which fide got the better 
—generally ſpeaking they have turned upon 
things of indifference, and which had not the 
remoteſt connection with moral character; and 
why, therefore, they ſhould uſe one another 
with ſo little decency, and ſo much ſeverity, I 
cannot tell, nor do 1 believe they could tell 


| themſelves, and ſo I diſmiſs you—wiſhing 


chriſtians for the future a better ſpirit and more 
worthy their holy religion ! How amiable in 
brethren of different denominations, or of the 
ſame denomination, to live together in unity 
—in unity of affection in unity of gracious 
deſires and deſigns—in unity of endeavours to 
extinguiſh every flame, but that of love to 
God and man !;Chriſtians whilſt fighting for 
opinions and ſpeculations, fight without ho- 
nour and without ſucceſs—did they with equal 
geal engage the devil, the world and the 

fleſh, 
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fleſh, both would crown the difpute, and the 
God of love would be their friend for ever. 


II. I would infer with regard to the autho- 
rized teachers of religion, or thoſe deputed by 
the people to lead them in the various branches 
of ſocial worſhip, THEIR obligation to extin- 
guiſh party differences inſtead of inflaming 
them. And how is this to be done? by re- 
commending an attachment to party ſchemes ? 
by ſetting up ſome popular names as models 
of ſound doctrine, and decrying others as 
dangerous guides? No! This, if I miſtake 
not, is the rock they have heretofore ſplit 
upon, and ſhould for the future guard againſt. 
What evils in chriſtian ſocieties have the names 
of CALvix, ARMiNIUs, SOCINUS, & given 
birth to! how many theological battles have 
been fought in ſupport of each, and with a 
truly THEOLOGICAL SPIRIT! Not that I con- 
demn one or other of them—lIt is not my pro- 
vince to ſay which of them is in the right, or 
which in the wrong—perhaps none of them as 
to ſome points, perhaps all of them are as to 
others: but think it very abſurd and. pre- 
poſterous to take our religious belief from any 
of them. We have a better guide to follow, 
one too that can never miſlead, us, even Jesus;. 
the ſame conſiſtent and infallible teacher yeſ- 
terday, to day, and for ever. From H1M let 
us learn the doctrines of faith and the mea- 

{ures 
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ſures of life, and not from the writings of 
factious declaimers and angry diſputants. To 
decide dogmatically (as the cuſtom is) in fa- 
vour of this or the other human ſcheme, tocon- 
nect ſalvation with one way of thinking, and 
ſtigmatize a different ſentiment with reproba- 
tion, is equally unbecoming the modeſty of a 
man, and the charity of a chriſtian. Such beha- 
viour is greatly wide of the mark we ſhould 
all aim at. Ir is laying the foundation of 
mutual hatred and averſion—it is betraying 
the cauſe we are ſet apart for the ſupport of. 
The kingdom of Chriſt, which we profeſs 
ourſelves the ſubjects of, calls for other mea- 
ſures and a milder ſpirit. Let no one ima- 
gine the glory and honour of our common 
maſter can be promoted by a blind zeal for 
party opinions, which if it does not deſtroy 
charity alrogether, never fails to interrupt the 
courſe of it. Had men no intereſt to ſerve 
but that of truth and virtue, it is ſcarce poſſible 
to conceive that a difference in judgment ſhould 
inflame their paſſions, or tempt them to give 
unfriendly repreſentations of one another. Be 
ſuch narrow, partial and mercenary views of 
religion far from us! Be it our ſtudy, on the 
other hand, to promote freedom of inquiry 
into the grounds of it; for nothing can be 
underſtood thoroughly that is not examined 
freely — to recommend mutual forbearance 
and univerſal charity, and to be ourſelves ex- 


amples 
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amples of the catholiciſm we recommend tò 
others—In ſhort, to be patterns of that tem- 
per and conduct, which are in the ſight of 
God of great price! Teſts of orthodoxy, which 
ſome ſo warmly contend for, ought in com- 
paſſion to the chriſtian world to be laid aſide ; 
for they anſwer no VALUABLE end, and BAD 
ends they have ſubſerved too long—they are 
the engines of ſpiritual tyranny, and the never 
failing ſource of ignorance and hypocriſy. 
What is it to me if another man's creed con- 
ſiſts of more articles than mine ? My property 
is neither hurt, nor my ſalvation endangered 


by it. 


I may think him in the wrong, and he 
thinks hiniſelf in the right; who ſhall judge 
betwixt us ? no doubt you will ſay the word of 
God muſt be judge, for whatever is agreeable 
thereto is right, and what is ctherwiſe muſt 
be wrong. True. But who ſhall explain 
this word of God, I for him, or he for me? 
or muſt each man explain for himſelf ? or 
muſt a viſible and infallible judge of contro- 
verſies explain and decide for us both ? Thus 
do the ſticklers for creeds and orthodoxy, by 
guarding againſt the SEEMING DANOER of 
hereſy, ſlide into the REAL GU r of it; they 
lay an embargo upon conſcience, and intrench 
upon the peace and liberty. of Chriſt's king- 
dom | But we hope we have not fo learned 

Chriſt, 
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Chriſt, as to part with the liberty wherewith 
he has made us free—and bleſſed be God we 
are at preſent under no temptation to make 
the ſacrifice ! We live in a country where 
every man can call his conſcience his own, and 
both duty and gratitude require, that we ſhew 
the ſame indulgence one to another, which a 
merciful king, and a more merciful God ſhew 
to us. Religious uniformity is a romantic 
and viſionary ſcheme, that never did REALLY 
exiſt, nor ever can, even in APPEARANCE exiſt 
but under a tyrannical government, where the 
moſt ſacred rights become the victim of ca- 
pricious power, 


III. The ſame liberty of ſentiment, the 
ſame charitable and catholic ſpirit we recom- 
mend to the people, we have a right to de- 
mand for ourſelves —As we would by no 
means preſcribe to their faith, we reaſonably 
hope they wil) not be ſo unkind as to preſcribe 
to ours, —lf at any time we ſee cauſe to de- 
part from popular notions, or even to expoſe 
their abſurdity, we hope our endeavours to 
find out truth will not be cavilled at as an at- 
tempt to ſubvert the chriſtian faith. The 
dangers that threaten religion, if indeed there 
are any ſuch, chiefly ariſe from men's eſpou- 
ſing principles, ſubverſive of moral character. 
Turek we would, as in duty bound, guard 
againſt—of this number is a confident reliance 
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upon a MYSTICAL, inſtead of a REAL and 
PERSONAL righteouſneſs ; an intrenchment be- 
hind which, vitious characters think they ſtand 
ſafe and ſecure !— Every undue confidence, 
and every opinion and principle fatal to 
virtue, we muſt, if we are virtuous faithful 
friends, bear teſtimony againſt. In doing ſo 
we expect no quarter from the bigot, nor in- 


deed aſk it, for it would be to aſk in vain.— 


But ſurely men of ſenſe and temper will allow, 
that in our ſearch after truth, we may con- 
tradict ſome received opinions, and yet be in 
the right—that it would be highly criminal 
to adhere to what we believe to be unſup- 
ported by reaſon or ſcripture—that thoſe who 
went before us, and whoſe ſentiments we can 
not univerſally ſubſcribe to, were not more 
infallible than we are—that no length of time, 
no authority of great names can ſanctity abſur- 
dities. From ſuch we expect every inſtance 
of chriſtian candor and moderation. In the 
friendſhip of ſuch, and in the ſmiles of an up- 
right conſcience, we are always ſafe (ſafe as 
to another world whatever we are as to this) 
while we recommend to them the great things 


of God's law, and lay the foundation of their 
acceptance, where Chriſt himſelf hath laid it. 


And though upon ſome occaſions we take 
the liberty to ſpeak of dark and doubtful 
points with diffidence, and leave them as we 


found 
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found them, doubtfull ſtill ; yet while the ad- 
vancement of piety and virtue appears in all 
our miniſtrations to be our great and prevail- 
ing concern, why may we not hope both for 
the bleſſing of God and good will of men ? 
Such a ſpirit as this on all ſides would reflect 
dignity upon ſacred inſtitutions, as well as 
render them more extenſively uſeful, —Super- 
ſtition would loſe its former ſupport on the 
one hand, and infidelity be put to open ſhame 
on the other, 


And where can we hope ſuch a ſpirit ſhould 
ever ſnhew itſelf, if not among vs, the very 
ground of whoſe diſſent is, religious Liberty? 
Is not our profeſſion and our diſſent a reproach 
to us without it ? Be this, therefore, the ſpirit 
that rules our hearts, and preſides in all our 
religious affemblies.—At the ſame time that 
we deteſt the bigotry and impoſing ſpirit of 
the church of Rome,“ let us guard againſt 

* bigotry 


* As a proof how religious liberty is underſtood or 
valued, we need but attend to the manner in which the 
ſectaties among us treat one another. Not content to 
loſe fight of common civility and good breeding in their 
mutual inveCtives, they forget alſo their relation to the 
meek and merciful Jeſus—each party damns the other 
with oracular authority, and often ſeem inclined, if 
they had it in their power, to add the ſanction of inqui- 
fitorial vengeance, and all for points of mere ſpeculation. 
— And yet tis pleaſant to obſerve they all call themſelves 
Proteſtants—all claim the right of private judgment—all 
with one voice condemn, the uncharitable and hereti- 
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digotry and perſecution in every ſhape,” "No | 


* fondneſs for our own particular opinions 
ſhould ever be accompanied with raſh cenſures 
of others, or too great a confidence that our- 
ſelves are in the right; for confidence and 
truth do not always go together :,but let our 
Gaily ſupplications before God be that HAF. 
would guide us in the way of truth—reclaim-- 
eus when we go aſftray— grant us the true 
knowledge of our own ſpirits, and a greater 
meaſure of the chriſtian one—and finally, 
That he would lead us ſafely thro' a world of 
error, ignorance and animoſity, to one where 
truth and love univerſally prevail, and 1 
triumphant for ever. Amen 


cating church of Rome! But if — . charity and forbear- 
ance be the mark of a true church or true ckriſtian, Ibe- 
lieve the only difference between Proteſtants and Papilts, 
will at laſt be found to be this, That the latter have fag- 
gots and a ſword at command; the former have neither, 
but a ſtrong inclination to uſe both. 


Pudet hæc opprobria nobis; 
Et dici Potgifle et non potuiſſe refelli. 
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